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NOS 20-32 THURLOE STREET: SHOPFRONTS

Historical Background

The terrace was conceived and built as a block of flats giving the appearance of individual
houses by the pilasters which run from ground to roof level, separating each ‘house’,.
At ground floor level, individual shops were incorporated into each house with a shop door
at one end and a similar doorway to the upper level flats at the opposite end, the two doors
framing a large glazed shop window.
Originally, the shops were occupied by relatively commonplace trades, including a glass
manufacturer, a baker, a furrier, a tailor, florist, jeweller and dairy.

Delivery of step-free access at South Kensington Station is
an urgent need with c. 34 million people using it annually.

Economic benefits

Our proposals include a new entrance for the step-free
access on Thurloe Street and deliver the lifts connecting
to the ticket hall and the Circle & District Line.

Our proposals will support 250 new jobs and provide
almost £1m additional business rate revenue for RBKC per
year.
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Fig 13 View looking down Thurloe Street c1970’s showing unsympatheric shopfronts

View looking down Thurloe Street c.1970 showing unsympathetic shopfronts

Architectural description

Only a single shopfront, the ‘Medici Gallery’ survives in almost its complete original
condition.

The shopfronts are framed by the rendered pilasters extending down to a projecting plinth
at ground level. At upper level, the fascia above the shopfront is terminated by decorative
carved capitals at each end and a projecting timber box cornice.
An architrave moulding terminates the frieze which would originally have been sign written
to denote the individual tradesman. This arrangement survives at the Medici Gallery.
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The shop front itself and shop doorway are defined by slender timber columns and three
centred arches, the motif mirrored in spirit at the opposite doorway to the flats. The shop
door, itself, is recessed with raised and fielded timber panelled reveal and side glazing. The
doors to the flats were most likely two panelled solid timber doors although none have
survived. The shop front terminates at a stout timber sill and upstand at ground level; that
at No. 20 surviving to this day.
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NOS 20-32 THURLOE STREET: SHOPFRONTS

Status
The shopfronts are contiguous with the upper level building and of limited historic interest,
solely for the surviving original shopfront elements.

The rendered pilasters will be repaired and reinstated, with a colour washed finish.

No. 26 - The only surviving original shopfront

Fig 14 The Medici Gallery at No. 26 Thurloe Street. The only surviving original late 19th century shopfront

Fig 15 The Medici Gallery showing original surviving shopfront details
No.
28 - Non-original shopfront

Existing condition

Timber box cornices, frieze and architrave above the shopfronts will be reinstated or
repaired and stall risers will be finished in timber with a stout moulded timber sill.

Since their completion in 1882, the shopfronts have changed considerably.

The shopfront security will be facilitated by internal open grille aluminium or steel roller
shutters concealed within the shopfront fascia.

The remaining shopfronts all date from the late twentieth or early twenty-first century,
other than that at No. 20 which retains a curious 1950/60s appearance of faceted glazing.

Only the Medici Gallery at No. 26 and elements of No. 20 have survived from the original
construction. The box cornices do, however, survive at Nos. 28 and 30 and the original
doorway openings to the flats survive at Nos. 20 and 30.

It is worth noting that the shopfront at No. 34, which extends across to the station
entrance, responds to the corner arcade shopfronts and appears to be of an early, though
unconfirmed date.

Door ironmongery will be modelled on authentic late nineteenth century door furniture
in a patinated bronze finish.

All the later shopfronts are poor quality commercial shopfronts of no historic interest.

Shop signage will be hand painted, fretted or back lit but contained within the re-established
frieze, with LED illumination concealed within the box cornice.

2.0 Historic South Kensington

The shopfronts will all have a painted timber finish in a muted colour palette common to
late nineteenth century shopfront design. The slender timber pilasters and arched framing
to the shopfronts will be picked out in a bronzed paint finish.

Fig 16 No. 20 Thurloe Street shopfront showing the curious glazing which dates back to at least the
1960’s
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Fig 17 Detail of the shopfront at No. 20 Thurloe Street showing surviving elements of the original
shopfront

8

Fig 19 Elevation drawing of Nos. 20-32 Thurloe Street showing the proposed new shopfronts
Proposed elevation drawing of Nos 20-32 Thurloe Street showing the proposed new shopfronts

Colour rendering of a typical proposed new shopfront
Fig 20 Coloured rendering of typical proposed new shopfront on Thurloe Street showing muted colour
palette, sign written fascia and delicate columns and arches picked out in bronze
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Fig 21 Coloured rendering of typical proposed new shopfront on Thurloe Street showing muted colour
palette, sign written fascia and delicate columns and arches picked out in bronze

Fig. 15: Pelham Street entrance to the arcade, 1906 with Victorian shop unit under demolition
and an early mock-up of the ‘Underground’ branding that would be introduced across the network
in 1908.

THE GEORGE SHERRIN SHOPPING ARCADE

South Kensington Station
Public Exhibition

The Station Arcade
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Historical Background

The shopping arcade linking Thurloe Street with Pelham Street was built in 1906-7 and
forms part of a comprehensive redevelopment of the station by the architect George
Sherrin.
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The original station dates from 1868 and it was the amalgamation of different railway
companies and electrification which triggered its redevelopment.
The original Victorian station was demolished down to its foundations and entrances from
Thurloe Street to the north and Pelham Street to the south led through the arcade down
to the ticket office and platform levels.
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By the time the arcade was developed, retail was becoming increasingly popular and the
arcade was designed to encourage shoppers as well as travellers to South Kensington
Station.
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THE GEORGE SHERRIN SHOPPING ARCADE

However, within the Arcade, only the shopfronts at Nos. 4 and 6 have survived relatively
complete since their completion in 1907, with elements also surviving at no 10 on the east
side and at No. 36 Thurloe Street on the west.

Existing Condition
The main structure of the arcade, including the lantern roof, doric pilasters and entablature
survive largely complete, although all the original rooflight glazing was replaced in 2017.

The surviving original shopfronts are largely fully glazed and defined by a delicate interplay
of dark stained hardwood and patinated bronze. The delicate bronze mullions and pilasters,
with their Greek key capitals, reference the surviving original shopfront at No. 26 Thurloe
Street.

No. 10
No. 10
The Arcade - East Elevation
The Arcade - East Elevation

FF Access
FF Access

No. 08
No. 08

Station Access (North)
Station Access (North)

No. 06
No. 06

No. 04
No. 04

Station Access (South)
Station Access (South)

Shop in The Arcade
Shop in The Arcade

Shop in The Arcade
Shop in The Arcade

The pilaster bases sit on a deeply moulded, swept bronze apron skirting which survives at
No. 4.

No. 02
No. 02

The main structure appears to be in relatively good condition.
At either end of the arcade, obtrusive retractable iron security gates have been added,
which are visually obtrusive and detract from an understanding of the architecture of the
two entrances onto Thurloe Street and Pelham Street.

The most complete original shopfront at no 6 retains its recessed glazed door and fanlight
and curved glazing to the entrance. Internally, there is no evidence of surviving interiors
although these may be concealed by later cladding.
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Fig 36 Elevation drawing of the Arcade showing the existing shopfronts
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The remaining shopfronts are either timber or aluminium and are all relatively modern.
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The individual shopfronts have largely been replaced with inappropriate modern shopfronts,
other than those at Nos. 4, 6, 10 and 36 Thurloe Street.
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Status
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authentic c1900 style fittings in patinated bronze. The framing pilasters and entablature will
be stripped and redecorated with a light stone colour wash.
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At either end of the arcade, the entrances from Thurloe Street and Pelham Street are given
added emphasis by the original delicate, wrought iron grilles with their scroll decoration
and inscriptions ‘SOUTH KENSINGTON STATION’ and ‘METROPOLITAL AND DISTRICT
RAILWAYS’, which survive to this day.

Fig 28 No. 6 on the east side of The Arcade, the only surviving original shopfront along the arcade

No. 6 - The only surviving original shopfront
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Fig 33 Insensitive modern shopfront at No. 3, The Arcade
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Fig 35 Obtrusive and insensitively installed security gates at the southern ent

No. 13 - Non-original shopfront

Fig 23 View along the George Sherrin Arcade c1970

Shop signage will be controlled within the entablature frieze as that at No. 6, in relief
lettering or hand sign written.
The existing central lantern light fittings and the stone pavings will be retained.
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Fig 30 No. 4 on the east side of The Arcade showing largely surviving bronze shopfront elements
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Fig 37 Elevation drawing of the Arcade showing proposed new shopfronts in blue
Fig 37 Elevation drawing of the Arcade showing proposed new shopfronts in blue

Proposed elevation drawing of the Station Arcade showing the proposed new shopfronts in blue

Colour rendering of a proposed remodelled corner shopfront
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Fig 38 Proposed remodelled corner shopfront in the Arcade showing clerestory glazing, plinth, muted
colour palette and bronze detailing

Fig 39 Proposed remodelled c
colour palette and bronze det

